
Variable Sexual Experience Distinguishes Satisfied Couples in “Good-Enough Sex.” 
 

(From:  McCarthy, B.W. & Metz, M.E., (2007). Men’s Sexual Health. NY: Routledge.) 
 
 
Valuing variable flexible sexual experiences (the 85% approach) and abandoning the 

need for perfect performance inoculates the man and couple against sexual dysfunction 
by overcoming performance pressure, fears of failure, and rejection. 

 
The reality for emotionally and sexually healthy couples is that the quality of sex 

varies. The male myth portrayed in the romantic love/passionate sex media (including R 
and X-rated videos) is that each sexual experience involves perfect performance. What 
nonsense. In truth, both scientific findings and clinical experience show that emotionally 
satisfied, sexually functional couples have a variable, flexible sexual response (Table 
6.2). This means that about 35–45% of encounters are very satisfying for both partners, 
another 20–25% are better for one (usually the man) than the other, and 15–20% are okay 
but not remarkable. The most important information is that 5–15% of sexual encounters 
are unsatisfying or dysfunctional. 

 
The Good-Enough Sex model accepts that among satisfied couples, up to 15% of the 

time their sexual encounters will not flow to intercourse. Rather than thinking of these as 
failures, accept them as part of normal variability. Instead of apologizing, you can 
transition to a backup scenario—either a warm, sensual scenario or an erotic, 
non-intercourse scenario leading to orgasm for you, her, or both. The Good-Enough Sex 
approach encourages relationship satisfaction with an acceptance of variability in the 
quality of sex grounded on positive, realistic expectations. This serves the man and 
couple well and inoculates them against sexual problems with aging. Accepting 
Good-Enough Sex is often easier for the woman than for the man, but it promotes sexual 
satisfaction for both. 
 

35–45% Very Satisfying 

20–25% Good (at least 1 partner) 

15–20% Okay (not remarkable) 

5–15%             Unsatisfying (dysfunctional) 

  

 Note. Adapted from “Frequency of Sexual Dysfunction in Normal Couples,” by E. Frank, C. Anderson, and D. N. Rubinstein, 1978, 
New England Journal of Medicine, 299; and The Social Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the United States, by E. O. 
Laumann et al., 1994, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.; Table 10.10, p. 374  


